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NEWS RELEASE

June 21, 1995
UM WILL SHARE MISSOULA SCHOOL DISTRICT’S SPRING BREAK IN ’96
MISSOULA-After years of impasse, The University of Montana and Missoula public schools will take
their spring breaks together in 1996.
UM decided to take spring break a month later than usual next year to coincide with the
April vacation observed by Missoula School District 1. That means many Missoula families will
be free of work and school obligations the week of April 8-12.
The change came in response to requests from the community and from parents on campus
who have children in the local school district, said Rita Sommers-Flanagan, associate professor of
educational leadership and counseling and a member of UM ’s Faculty Senate executive committee.
UM offered to make a concession next year, and district officials agreed to change their spring
break in 1997 to coincide with the University’s traditional March vacation.
"The University and the school district have been at loggerheads for years and years," said
Mike Kupilik, UM economics associate professor and chair of the Missoula School District 1
board. "Neither one wanted to move to adjust to the other’s schedule. It was talked about almost
every single year, but never done."
Sommers-Flanagan said compromising on dates was tricky since the school year ends a
month later at public schools than at UM. But UM officials were committed to coming up with a
solution that everyone could live with, she said.
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The late break for UM means that students and faculty will have only three weeks
remaining in the semester when they return from vacation, she noted.
"The University made a gesture of goodwill toward the School District in the spirit of
broader community and family issues and of families being together," Sommers-Flanagan said.
"The following year, the school district will make the sacrifice and move theirs earlier."
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